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lands, and we can upgrade it. If there is
something new in 2015, we can put it on
SOFTIA. SOFIA can take off. We can do
our projects, and we can do our experi-
ments. It can land. If we have some-
thing new in 2016, we can do the same
thing and so on and so forth.

For the next 20 years, we will be fly-
ing SOFIA if this Congress continues
to fund it. Last year, SOFIA was on the
chopping block, and without the good
leadership of our majority leader, it
might have gone away.

What I wanted to bring to everyone’s
attention is, if we are going to fund
NASA, if we are going to fund projects
for our new generation, if we are going
to explore, if we are going to do all of
the things that make America great
and that make America the explo-
ration country that we have been for
the last 100-plus years, then we have to
invest a little bit.

When the administration threatened
to shut down SOFIA in fiscal year 2015,
Congress showed strong support to
make sure that SOFIA would continue;
but, as we move forward, we under-
stand what these types of projects
bring.

As I look into the crowd, I see an
awful lot of young folks who have ei-
ther visited Washington, D.C., or they
are on a tour, or they are doing some-
thing. That is what SOFIA brings.
Every year, we put fifth and sixth and
seventh grade teachers in SOFIA for a
9- or 10-hour mission.

They get to work with NASA. They
get to work with scientists from Amer-
ica and from Germany because this is a
joint project, and they get to see what
projects and what experiments NASA
is doing. They also get to work with
NASA hand in hand.

They get to bring that back to the
classroom, and they get to teach their
fifth through seventh grade students
about astronomy, about learning,
about new planets, about new stars,
about dying stars, about new solar sys-
tems. They take that at a practical
level not just what is in the book, but
what they learn, what they see, and
what they do with NASA itself.

Also, I greatly appreciate the lan-
guage that the committee included in
the report accompanying the fiscal
year 2016 Commerce, Justice, Science
Appropriations bill, which reaffirms
our support for SOFIA and rejects
NASA’s plan to conduct a senior review
of the mission at such a premature
stage.

If we are going to look at what
SOFIA and other projects from NASA
do, we have to allow them to bring us
some real data. That data takes time.
If we are going to do that on a 1- or 2-
year status and then, maybe, cancel a
project, then all of the money that we
have injected into this project will be
for naught.

Given that SOFIA achieved full oper-
ating status just this last year, in 2014,
it has been designed for a lifespan of up
to, like I said, 20 years. A senior review
should not be at a 2-year stand, but it
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should go to a 5- or an 8-year stand so
that we can collect the data and make
sure that this program is worth the
money the taxpayers spend on it.

I would like to thank my colleagues
on both sides of the aisle because they
have supported this project just like
they have supported many projects for
NASA and for our experiment commu-
nity.

Without the support from both sides
of the aisle, it is really going to be dif-
ficult for America to continue to be the
leader in space exploration and explo-
ration abroad.

———————

IMPROVING TREATMENT OF TU.S.
TERRITORIES UNDER FEDERAL
HEALTH PROGRAMS ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Puerto Rico (Mr. PIERLUISI) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. PIERLUISI. Mr. Speaker, today,
I am introducing a comprehensive bill
to improve the treatment of Puerto
Rico and the other territories under
Medicaid, traditional Medicare, and
Medicare Advantage.

This is the first time that a Member
of Congress has filed legislation to ad-
dress the range of challenges that pa-
tients, physicians, hospitals, and insur-
ance providers in the territories face as
a result of the unequal treatment the
territories receive under Federal
health programs.

The bill serves as a blueprint for pol-
icymakers in identifying the various
problems that exist under current Fed-
eral law and in proposing fair, realistic,
and technically precise solutions to
each problem.

Based on my conversations with con-
gressional leaders and officials in the
Obama administration, I believe there
is bipartisan recognition that Federal
health laws do not do justice to Amer-
ican citizens living in the territories.

I recognize that Republicans and
Democrats have different opinions re-
garding the virtues of the Affordable
Care Act, but it is my hope that policy-
makers can agree that it is in the na-
tional interest to take concrete steps
to eliminate or reduce the numerous
disparities that the territories confront
under Medicaid and Medicare. These
inequalities were enshrined in law long
before 2010 and remain in place today.

Stated simply, if the will exists
among officials in the legislative and
executive branches to improve the
treatment of the territories under Fed-
eral health programs, as I believe it
does, then my bill provides a way for-
ward. After today, no Federal policy-
maker can say: I want to help, but I
don’t know how.

Rather than summarizing the bill’s
16 sections, I will highlight the provi-
sions relating to Medicaid, the program
for low-income individuals, which is
jointly funded by the Federal Govern-
ment and each State or territory gov-
ernment.

In the States, there is no limit on
Federal funding for Medicaid as long as
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the State provides its share of match-
ing funds. The Federal contribution,
known as an FMAP, can range from 50
percent for the wealthiest States to
over 80 percent for the poorest States.

By contrast, the funding that the
Federal Government provides for Med-
icaid in each territory is capped. When
I took office in 2009, Puerto Rico’s cap
was only $260 million a year, and the
Federal Government was covering less
than 20 percent of the cost of the terri-
tory’s Medicaid Program.

During my tenure, the Federal Gov-
ernment has increased Medicaid fund-
ing for the territories, but that funding
remains capped. Especially in the case
of Puerto Rico, it is still profoundly in-
equitable. Most problematic, this fund-
ing expires in 2019, and in Puerto Rico,
it will be depleted well before then.

This funding cliff is unique to the
territories. The bill I am filing today
would avert this cliff and provide a
more stable and equitable level of Med-
icaid funding for the territories. Start-
ing in fiscal year 2017, the bill would
provide the territories with State-like
treatment within well-defined param-
eters.
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Specifically, each territory’s Med-
icaid program could cover individuals
whose family income is at or below the
Federal poverty level. As long as a ter-
ritory covers individuals within these
income limits, the Federal Government
would fund the territory’s Medicaid
program as if it were a State Medicaid
program. The annual funding caps
would be eliminated, and each terri-
tory would receive an FMAP based on
its per capita income. However, the
limiting principle is that if a territory
wants to cover individuals earning
above the Federal poverty level, it will
generally be required to use territory
dollars, not Federal dollars.

The rationale behind this new pro-
posal is simple. Residents of the terri-
tories are American citizens. At the
very least, the Federal Government
should provide each territory with the
funding mnecessary to provide health
coverage to their residents who live at
or below the Federal poverty level.
Anything less is unacceptable from a
moral and public policy standpoint.

I invite my colleagues to support this
comprehensive bill and to work with
me to enact its provisions into law.

———

RECOGNIZING JESSE HILL AND
DELAWARE VALLEY VIETNAM
VETERANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, for
decades Vietnam veteran and Levit-
town, Bucks County, resident Jesse
Hill has dedicated himself to pre-
serving the memory of those lost in
Vietnam and bringing awareness to
those still missing.
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In Vietnam, Jesse served with dis-
tinction with the Army 1st Cavalry Di-
vision for two tours of duty between
1967 and 1969, when he earned a Purple
Heart for his service and his personal
sacrifice. Upon returning home, he be-
came a founding member of the Dela-
ware Valley Vietnam Veterans, or DV3,
as they call themselves.

Today, Jesse continues to recognize
the service and sacrifice of all who
fought and fell in that war and others
since, especially Iraq and Afghanistan,
through the Donald W. Jones Flag Me-
morial. Named after a fellow co-
founder, Jesse’s leadership has sus-
tained this impressive display for 30
years. The Flag Memorial has been lo-
cated in various sites across Bucks
County over the years, including the
Washington Crossing Historic Park,
Core Creek Park, Silver Lake Park,
and now at Falls Township Community
Park, where it draws an annual crowd
of thousands of veterans and grateful
community members.

Having participated in planting flags
at this powerful memorial with mem-
bers of my staff for several years, I am
always humbled by the sacrifice that
each flag represents and grateful for
Jesse’s commitment to remembering
those we have lost in conflict.

I thank Jesse and all the members of
the Delaware Valley Vietnam Veterans
for their continued work and support of
the veterans in our region and their
service to our Nation and our commu-
nity.

———
WATERS OF THE U.S. RULE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Towa (Mr. YOUNG) for 5 minutes.

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to speak in opposition to the
recently finalized waters of the U.S.
rule.

Documents show that the EPA craft-
ed the waters of the U.S. rule behind
closed doors, leaving no seat at the
table for farmers, business leaders,
county and State officials, home-
builders, livestock producers, ranchers,
and many others who are concerned by
this Federal overreach, and it affects
their lives.

Everybody wants clean water—Ilet’s
all be on the record for that—but we
need to respect this process. Stake-
holders should have been consulted.
The people whose lives are affected by
this rule should have been consulted.
The EPA’s final rule is flawed, and de-
spite attempts by Congress, it is not an
improvement over the proposed rule.

The rule still requires farmers and
ranchers to get permits for activities
on their own land. On their own land.
The rule still expands the waters under
the EPA’s jurisdiction. The rule still
hurts manufacturers and States and
counties looking to expand economic
development projects and looking to
expand opportunity.

This rule remains flawed and should
be thrown out. I urge Members of Con-
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gress to support efforts to stop this
job-killing, farm-killing rule that in-
vites lawsuits instead of real solutions.
I urge my colleagues in the House and
Senate to support efforts to create a
new rule that will truly improve water
quality for all Americans and put
stakeholders in the process and respect
private property.
———
TRAGIC FLOODING IN CENTRAL
TEXAS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FITZPATRICK). The Chair recognizes the

gentleman from Texas (Mr.
FARENTHOLD) for 5 minutes.
Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker,

over the Memorial Day weekend, the
communities of central Texas suffered
a terrible tragedy after heavy rains and
powerful storms hit the Lone Star
State, resulting in the deaths of 24 peo-
ple, including a number from Corpus
Christi and the district that I rep-
resent.

Though I don’t represent Hays Coun-
ty, where some of the major flooding
happened and one of the hardest hit
parts of the State, nearby Caldwell and
Bastrop Counties are in the 27th Dis-
trict of Texas, and I have pledged my
help to the entire area in every way
possible.

Immediately after the floods, I vis-
ited the Bastrop County Emergency
Operations Center and have been in
contact with leaders throughout the
district to help in the recovery and aid
efforts and to make sure that the re-
sources are available and that we are
looking for ways to improve our re-
sponse and readiness in the future.

But, you know, it wasn’t just tragedy
that I saw during this. It was not just
devastation. I also saw the hope and
spirit of a community that came to-
gether in aid and rescue efforts. I was
moved, touched, and inspired by what I
saw.

Hundreds of volunteers, including my
wife Debbie, joined emergency per-
sonnel and law enforcement folks to
help however possible. Debbie came
home with stories of hundreds of people
who drove over 3 hours from Corpus
Christi to search for some of the vic-
tims who were from Corpus Christi, in-
cluding my daughter’s elementary and
middle school tutor, who perished in
the flood.

Despite this tragedy, it is amazing
how people came together in the spirit
of America and how it showed through.
This gives me hope for the entire coun-
try, and it makes me proud to be an
American.

At the request of a constituent, I will
also be working with local officials to
investigate how we can make our emer-
gency notification systems better and
how it can make sure people have ac-
cess to accurate and timely disaster in-
formation so we can prevent tragedies
like this in the future.

Obviously, we can’t stop Mother Na-
ture, but we can be prepared. We can
make sure the public has the informa-
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tion they need to keep themselves safe,
and we can help those devastated by
these sorts of tragedies.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and ev-
eryone join me in continuing to pray
for the victims of these floods and
these tragedies, their friends, their
families, and the volunteers who gave
so selflessly of their time.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 8 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

Reverend William Rice, Calvary Bap-
tist Church, Clearwater, Florida, of-
fered the following prayer:

Father, we praise You as the author
of life and affirm with our Founders
that You are the giver of liberty.

We ask that You would direct these
who gather as Members of Congress to
help govern our land. Grant them wis-
dom beyond themselves. Grant them
the humility to remember Whom they
serve and to Whom they must give an
ultimate account. Grant them a deep
burden for righteousness and a burning
passion for justice.

Forgive us, Lord, as a people, for
walking in pride and imagining that we
can long stand without Your blessing.
Awaken us to a reverence for Who You
are as the living God and for Your eter-
nal truths.

You, O Lord, are a great and mighty
God, yet You are also compassionate
and gracious. Be gracious to us still,
and grant us a spiritual awakening
that will renew our Nation from with-
in.
In Jesus’ Name.
Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. GRAVES) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
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